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�e Kitchen is known to be the heart of the home: where families gather to share good food, conversation, and lots of laughs. For this reason, 
kitchen countertops should be chosen to re�ect the style and personality of the family, while also considering their intended use.

We asked third-generation business leader, Rob Santarossa of Santarossa Mosaic & Tile 
Co., to share his knowledge of the latest kitchen and countertop trends along with the best 
applications. We address classic countertop materials including marble, quartz, and 
soapstone, along with the more recent trends of concrete and glass.

White Marble
�is classic and traditional stone is repeatedly a top-seller in the showroom. Rob likes to 
pair marble with modern materials, such as steel appliances, to achieve a contemporary 
look. A honed �nish creates a matte surface that makes the marble more resistant to 
blemishes; there is also less polish to etch from contact with acidic foods, such as lemons. 

Like all good wines, marble gets better with age. Overtime, the marble will “patina” and 
gain a smooth sheen produced by the frequent use and natural aging of the stone. Rob 
explains that people shouldn't rule marble out as a countertop option because of price. �e 
price of marble is determined by the current demand and availability, and he assures clients 
that there is no quality di�erence among di�erent marbles.
 
Best application: Kitchen countertop & island

Quartz
Unlike marble, quartz does not undergo any noticeable changes 
during its lifetime. �is engineered stone requires no sealing and 
resists scratches and stains well. It is available in a large range of 
colors and can be tailored to match any design whim. Quartz is 
best suited for customers looking for countertops that require 
little maintenance, a perfect color match, and will undergo 
frequent use. Rob Santarossa recommends Caesarstone for their 
continued product innovation and dedication to quality. �e 
company recently released �ve new design additions to their 
Classico collection, inspired by some of the world’s most 
beautiful natural marble.

Best application: Kitchen countertop & island
 

London Grey by Caesarstone

“Caesarstone does the best of job of quartz 
engineered stone that mimics the marble look.”

Honed Marble
Kitchen design by Rob Klein
Conceptual Kitchens & Millwork

SANTAROSSA MOSAIC & TILE CO. is located in Suite 117 in the Indiana Design Center and is open to the public.
200 South Rangeline Road, Carmel IN | 317-580-1924 



Soapstone
A natural stone from Brazil that is similar to marble, soapstone wears and 
becomes more attractive with use. �is classic stone is a durable material 
that has been used for centuries in building. It is generally a rich, dark gray 
color and has a smooth feel. People may be familiar with soapstone from 
its popular use as whiskey rocks, which chill liquor without diluting the 
drink.

Best application: Custom sink 

Stained & Polished Concrete
�ough trending in the kitchen, Rob believes that concrete is 
best used for �ooring. Concrete is not durable for kitchen 
application due to its high �nish that stains and tarnishes from 
acids. He recommends using concrete �ooring in moist areas 
such as a basement because of its durability. Colors can be easily 
added to give this material a contemporary look.

Best application: Flooring

 

Soapstone Sink

�e Indiana Design Center features concrete �oors. In 
the photo, the concrete has been stained brown with 
Santarossa etched into the design.

Glass
�is very contemporary, eye-catching material is known for its translucent 
beauty. Because it is a custom product, glass countertops can come in 
many forms and styles - smooth and textured, vivid colors, or a 
combination. Lighting underneath the countertops can illuminate the 
glass, giving it an impressive glow. Due to its high price tag and distinctive 
look, Rob suggests using glass either as an accent countertop or decorative 
screen in a bathroom, rather than throughout the kitchen. 

Best application: Bathroom or accent surface 

For more information, visit indianadesigncenter.com.


